Thursday 12th May 2022

ASPIRE NEWSLETTER
A message from Mr Gaul

Dear parents and carers,

This week’s newsletter gives a great flavour of life at our school over the
last fortnight and how we live out our Aspire Values. May is, in many
ways, the busiest month of the year. Our Year 11 students enter the final
month of their school life. Exams are looming. Now is the time for them
to show the greatest endeavour of their lives to achieve their
aspirations. On page 5, you can see the quality of the revision being
carried out by and the rich programme of support and help being offered
to our young people.
After half-term, we had the privilege of welcoming a touring
Shakespeare company to stage Romeo and Juliet and Macbeth.
Studying a Shakespeare play is a core part of our curriculum: we start
with him in Year 7 and the Bard is still there as the students complete
their GCSE course in English Literature. Both shows were greatly
appreciated by the audience.
Our Aspire Values are not just about preparing for exams: they are
about learning to respect each other and each other’s different cultures
and faiths. They are about learning different skills and a wide variety of
knowledge. They are about helping out young people being better
versions of ourselves. They are about maintaining the highest levels of
professionalism, attendance and conduct to enable this learning to
flourish.
Thank you for your support.
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“A little water clears us of this deed” - red paint, some costume changes and a bench; a massive
thank you to The Young Shakespeare Company who were able to do so much with so little.

Full of Sound and Fury
Years 7 and 11 get a visit from the young Shakespeare company
acbeth is all about ambition and visions. It’s fitting
then, that Year 11 were lucky enough to supplement
their rigorous revision schedules with a viewing of
the very play they’ll be writing about for their GCSEs in just
a few weeks.

M

The Young Shakespeare Company bring The Bard’s plays
to life for schools and theatres across the whole of the UK;
last Tuesday and Thursday, they did just that in our hall.
Watching the students see the pages they’ve studied for so
long actualized on the stage was inspiring - it felt like
watching hard work pay off.
As if that wasn’t enough, catching some of them emotively
mouthing along the words to key moments and sections of
soliloquies proved that these centuries-old plays are still
capable of enriching, enlightening and emboldening young
minds.
Good luck remembering key quotes in your exam Year 11,
but honestly, it doesn’t seem like you need it.
Post-play Q&A - Lady Macbeth points out
the students who were giving her a run for
her money - matching syllable for syllable.

There were a lot of hidden
metaphors that were a lot clearer
because we could see it rather than
reading it. - Abigail, Year 11

The unique nature and hard work
that was put in will help me
remember quotes for my exam.
- Allmira, Year 11
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Post play Q&A - Lady Macbeth points out
the students who were giving her a run for
her money - matching syllable for syllable.

All eyes on Tybalt - Year 7 fully
enthralled in the opening scenes.

In Fair Verona Hawthornes
How does the Young Shakespeare Company’s romeo and Juliet
hold up to the harsh critics of our year 7 cohort?
o far, in their time at Hawthornes, Year 7 have studied a range of topics in English: The
magical myths of the Ancient Greeks; Chaucer’s captivating Canterbury Tales; gruesome
Gothic literature and an introduction to some of Shakespeare’s key characters. In their
next Learning Cycle, however, they will be studying the entirety of Romeo and Juliet! What
better way to introduce them to the characters than to, well, introduce them to the characters
- in person.

S

The Young Shakespeare Company’s rendition and modern retelling of the entrancing tragedy
came complete with a Q&A session, explanations of how each character would be presented
and even a chance for some audience participation. This saw our students reading aloud lines
to help the minimalist troupe of actors along and providing suggestions for how characters
could change the way they delivered their lines.
It was amazing to see the whole of Year 7 interacting and engaging with their studies on a
completely different level.

It was
entertaining
and funny. It
will definitely
help me learn
about
Shakespeare!

I think it will
help with my
next learning
cycle because
now we know
more about
the whole
story.

My favourite
part was
when Juliet
found Romeo.
It was
beautiful!

I think that
the play was
great. It was a
classic with a
twist of
comedy! Great
actors!

- Riley, Year 7

-Summer, Year 7

-Luiza, Year 7

-Josh, Year 7
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Eid Mubarak
t the end of a devoted month of prayer and
fasting during Ramadan, Eid is a time for
celebrating.

A

So of course, our library was once again
repurposed and restocked with cakes and
activities during lunch last Friday.
Students were encouraged to indulge in the
amazing array of cupcakes and treats while
trying their hand at some Eid-themed arts and
crafts to commemorate the festival together.
Assemblies also took place throughout the week
for each year group based on the history and
meaning of Ramadan and Eid. Students from a
world of different backgrounds were able to learn
about the Islamic traditions directly from their
peers.
Taha, in Year 7, helped to create and present the
assembly. He said: “It was still a little bit scary
getting on stage but I tried my best anyway.
It is part of my culture and I like to share it, and
help everyone to learn about it.”
He added: “I shared a small presentation about
Ramadan with my class and then me and the
other students created the assembly with Mr
Galy’s help; it was interesting speaking to
different year groups and lots of different people.”
Assemblies organised and presented by students on the history
and meaning of Ramadan and Eid took place throughout last week.

A snapshot of the festivities held in the library
last Friday.
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FINAL PUSH FOR
GCSE REVISION!

5

Week plan
Special thanks to Abigail and Elisabeth in Year 11 for providing
these inspiring exemplars of their independent revision.

ur revision timetable for Year 11 will commence from Monday 16th May and finish on
Thursday 23rd June. During the examination period, pupils will attend school as normal,
however, we will be providing warm up sessions each morning from 08:00 which will
help prepare pupils for each exam with support from teachers and toast will be provided to start
the day off on the right foot.

O

A quiet space will be provided in room 8 from 07:00 (before each warm up session) for pupils
who need a quiet and independent space to focus in the mornings. Morning exams start at
09:00 and afternoon exams begin at 13:00.
After school, Monday to Thursday, period 6 lessons will take place to help prepare students for
the exam the following day.
Saturday revision sessions will be available in Maths and Science, as well as a half-term
revision programme at the end of May across various subjects.
An additional letter including further details (including the revision timetable) will be sent out
ahead of time. This is the final push for Year 11 and it is essential that they maintain their focus,
attendance and revision efforts over the coming weeks.
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“

Dot-Art competition winner!
A massive well done to Linda in Year 9. Her art piece has been viewed by an expert judging
panel and won first place at Hawthornes; it will be sent off as part of a public exhibition in June!

”
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