Friday 27th May 2022

ASPIRE NEWSLETTER
A message from Mr Gaul

Dear parents and carers,

Back in January, I asked for your support in the key area of students’
attendance. I am delighted to inform you that we have seen a steady
rise in attendance over recent weeks. Students being in school is the
foundation for everything we do. As you will see in this May half-term
newsletter, there are a wide variety of experiences for students to enjoy
and learn from at King’s Hawthornes: this isn’t possible if they are
absent.
It was our pleasure last week to send an expedition of students to
Delamere Forest as part of their Duke of Edinburgh award. The
students were accompanied by our friends from King’s Liverpool. It was
a brilliant trip: maps were read, camp fires were lit and tents were put up
to keep out the rain. Students pushed themselves out of their comfort
zones and became stronger characters and better leaders. They also
had a great time.
Today was thank a teacher day: I didn’t know such a day existed. I’d like
to thank you, our parents and carers, for the support you give our
students to become the best versions of themselves on a daily basis.
Working together, we are capable of great things.
I hope we all can enjoy the bank holiday weekend and celebrate the
jubilee in style.
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A well-earned break!

King’s
does
delamere
The Duke of Edinburgh award: one step at a time
ost
people
might
associate
Delamere Forest with bike rides,
family picnics and an all-round
relaxing day out - our Year 9 and 10 students
embarking on the ‘Expedition’ section of
their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh award
might have a few things to say about the
latter.

M

They returned triumphantly last Tuesday
after two days of braving the elements and
trekking through tough terrain. In order to
achieve this section of the DofE award,
students needed to plan, train for and
complete an unaccompanied, self-reliant
expedition with an agreed aim.
This saw them hiking while hauling their
tents and camping gear for an impressive 20
kilometres. After completing the first half of

the expedition, there wasn’t a great deal of
time for respite; next on the to-do-list was
setting up camp and cooking up a storm
(unfortunately, the rain did make an
appearance
during
their
intermittent
homecoming but they powered through and
made the most of it).
Helping to oversee
and supervise the
group,
Miss
Boardman said her
highlight was “seeing
them from a distance
traipsing through the
fields and hearing
their laughter.”
She said: “Although
it was challenging,

Spot the student - Self-reliance,
resilience and endeavour.
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you could see them enjoying that challenge.”
Further to the watchful encouragement from
the staff, a group of King’s Leadership
Academy Liverpool students also joined the
Hawthornes adventurers on their endeavour.
The groups got on really well and they were
happy to be sharing the experience together
- but it’s not over yet.

complete at Bronze and Silver level and five
at Gold. They involve helping the
community, the environment, becoming fitter
and developing new skills. Every step of the
award is designed to empower young
people - to support them as they learn new
skills, overcome obstacles, and build
confidence and resilience.
Keep it up guys!

There are four sections of the DofE Award to
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A SPECIAL
GUEST FOR
C . C . F.
ast Thursday, we had the privilege of welcoming
Brigadier Ged Salzano to Hawthornes to speak
to our C.C.F. students.

L

The Brigadier, after 30 years in the Marines, now is
the Head of Learning at Barclays Bank.
Speaking to the students, his thoughts on how he
has tried to create cultures of high performance and
strong teams in challenging environments in both
the military and commercial world were fascinating.
He has agreed to return to talk to us on these
themes.

Brigadier Ged Salzano
and the C.C.F troop.

He embodies, as a son of Bootle, what we are trying to create in our community: people
who have the skills and character to perform on a global stage at the highest level, while
retaining an acute sense of who they are and from where they came.

ur Platinum Jubilee celebrations got
underway on Tuesday with a Jubilee
Garden Party event for local primary
schools.

O

With a sea of Union Jacks as the backdrop
and in the presence of Her Majesty - albeit a
cardboard cut out - our young Sports Leaders
helped deliver a variety of traditional and nontraditional games
and activities.

Our Sports Leaders setting up and
setting the standard! Great work!

JUBILEE JUBILATION
The Year 3 & 4 primary pupils experienced some of the activities their grandparents might have
played: French skipping, skittles, limbo, noughts & crosses as well as some highly competitive
Space Hopper races and a rather refined game of croquet.
The Leaders did a fantastic job putting the participants at ease in a confident and goodhumoured manner, ensuring that everyone was active and had lots of fun!
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From the stage to the page
Post play Q&A - Lady Macbeth
points out
the students who were giving
her money - matching syllable her a run for
for syllable.

All eyes on Tybalt - Year
enthralled in the opening 7 fully
scenes.

In Fair Verona Hawthornes
How does the Young
Shake
hold up to the harsh speare Company’s romeo and Juliet
critics of our year
7 cohort?
o far, in their time

S

at Hawthorn
magical myths of the Ancient es, Year 7 have studied a range of topics in
English: The
Greeks; Chaucer’s captivatin
Gothic literature and an
g Canterbury Tales;
introduction to some of
next Learning Cycle, however,
Shakespeare’s key charactergruesome
s. In their
better way to introduce them they will be studying the entirety of Romeo
and
to the characters than to,
- in person.
well, introduce them to theJuliet! What
characters
The Young Shakespeare
Company’s rendition and
came complete with a Q&A
modern retelling of the entrancin
g tragedy
and even a chance for somesession, explanations of how each character would
be presented
to help the minimalist troupeaudience participation. This saw our students
reading aloud lines
of actors along and providing
could change the way they
suggestions for how character
delivered their lines.
s

It was amazing to see the
completely different level. whole of Year 7 interacting and engaging with
their studies on a

It was
entertaining
and funny. It
will definitely
help me learn
about
Shakespeare!
- Riley, Year 7

I think it will
help with my
next learning
cycle because
now we know
more about
the whole
story.
-Summer, Year 7

My favourite
part was
when Juliet
found Romeo.
It was
beautiful!

I think that
the play was
great. It was a
classic with a
twist of
comedy! Great
actors!

-Luiza, Year 7

-Josh, Year 7
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n the last issue of our ASPIRE Newsletter, we heard from Year 7
and took a look at their riveting reviews of Romeo and Juliet performed by The Young Shakespeare Company in our school
hall. As we mentioned, Year 7’s current learning cycle is based on
the Bard’s tragic tale of ‘star-crossed’ romance so, last week in
English, they began putting their knowledge of the plot to the test.

I

Split into two groups, the class had to put a selection of key plot
points in order. It was great hearing the passionate and earnest
debate amidst the groups as the clock ran down and they were
asked to stick their cards in order on the board.
As you can see below, the boys became quite competitive and
opted to cover up their answers until they were completely
convinced the girls had not taken any ‘inspiration’ from their efforts.
Their ability to confer, debate and discuss as a class was a
testament to their development throughout their first year at
Hawthornes and highlighted how comfortable they’ve become in
their own learning space - a great start to their final learning cycle
of Year 7.

The boys get competitive as the plot thickens!

SWEET SAMPLES IN MATHS

Y

ear 9 have been comparing taking a census from a population
versus taking a sample from a smaller group.

Not many experiments start with a bag of Skittles but last week
Year 9 were tasked with finding out which colour was the most
common among the sweet treats - we’ve all always wondered (I
think I prefer the purple ones myself).
According to Miss Traverse’s class the bigger and more
randomised the sample is, the more representative it is of the
whole population. Although, that does sound like the perfect way to
convince your Maths teacher that they need to buy more Skittles.
Very convenient…
I’m sure there’s a few missing here…

GOOD LUCK YEAR 11
CSE season is officially here! Year 11 began their GCSEs
two weeks ago and getting the most out of this half term
break is imperative - make sure to use the time to recharge
your batteries efficiently and make the preparations to hit the
ground running when we return.

G

This truly signals the final push! The professionalism and
endeavour on display during the exams has seen this year group
shine and the hard work is really starting to pay off. Keep up the
good work Year 11!
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